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“We met South African people from all walks of life and saw how they lived on a day-to-day
basis,” she says.

“We toured numerous townships, met with Zulus in their homes, visited children in orphan-
ages, and learnt about apartheid from varying perspectives and saw the impact it still has on life
today.

“All the while we were surrounded by breathtaking scenery and landscapes. Everything - local
guides, itinerary, transport, food - was first rate. It was truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

The next “hands on” tours will be held in February, March, September and October this year.

ANIMALS AND ART

South Africa’s animals and art are the focus of another tour with an unusual itinerary based on
exploring fine-art galleries of Joburg, visiting white and black South African artists in their stu-
dios, meeting with renowned Venda and Shangaan artists, plus viewing wildlife in the bush.

“This has become a must-have travel experience for anyone who loves both art and animals,”
Walker says.

“It’s popular because travellers are given a unique opportunity of getting to know various South
African artists and visiting them in their studios.”

The Venda Indigenous Art tour includes optional cultural excursions to local villages and phil-
anthropic projects.

The tour includes part of the famed Ribolla Route in Limpopo , which has produced an array of
top sculptors and artists whose work now graces galleries and homes world-wide.

The “big five artists” in Limpopo are Churchill Madzivhandila, Meshack Raphalalani, Noriah
Mabasa, Jackson Hlungwani and Sarah Munyai, all of whom have an international following.

In the same area are women weavers and potters, whose work is also in great demand.

Artists in the Drakensberg mountains of KwaZulu Natal are also visited.

Travellers stay in one-of-a-kind hotels, visit mystical regions that few tourists see and view ani-
mals in luxurious, eco-friendly safari camps. The next group will be in South Africa from May

17 to 31.

The Cultural Explorer is a member of the African Travel Association and is based in San Fran-
cisco.

For more information, visit http://theculturalexplorer.com or e-mail the founder of the Cultural
Explorer, Pat Walker, at: pat@theculturalexplorer.com



